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The endogenous cannabinoids system (ECS) includes physiologic biosynthesis mechanism of active cannabinoid derivate, specific receptors and a regulatory machinery. Recently it has been shown that in addition to the major psychiatric activities, 9-THC - the major psychoactive component of marijuana and hashish, has also significant effects on peripheral systems, amongst which, is controlling skeletal growth. Quite a few clinical observations point towards possible linkage between cannabinoids intake and impaired skeletal growth. Previous studies have shown that skeletal tissues express components of ECS system. It has also been shown that THC markedly decreases skeletal growth rate by probably, a direct interference in the endochondral ossification process. These activities are supposed to be mediated mainly by CB1 and CB2 cannabinoid receptors. 
 Our research is aimed at establishing the direct effects of cannabinoids on skeletal growth, and investigating the mechanisms involved in the cannabinoids’ induced impaired skeletal growth. 
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